Modulo Ill. Unidad 6

Impossible is nothing.
Pronombres indefinidos.

Como decia la publicidad Impossible is nothing (Nada es imposible) Y de
esto va a tratar esta unidad didactica: los pronombres indefinidos. Muy
Gtiles y préacticos cuando no se conoce el nombre de los actores de
nuestro discurso o cuando simplemente los queremos omitir.
Completamos la unidad con uno de los grandes secretos de la lengua
inglesa desde el punto de vista de la pronunciacion: la existencia de un
sonido que no tenemos en nuestra lengua y que, por eso, Nos parece tan
‘raro”. Aqui te ayudaremos a descubrir cual es y como funciona. Si
aprendes a utilizarlo, te puede ayudar a comunicarte de manera mas

eficaz.
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1. Pronombres indefinidos. Aspectos bésicos

Los indefinidos son palabras que se refieren a personas o cosas inespecificas sobre las que

no se puede o no se sabe dar mas informacion.
1.1. Formacién

Son palabras compuestas que combinan como primer elemento
Some-, Any-, Every-, No-
y como segundo elemento

-one, -body, -thing, -where

Pronombres
someone somebody something somewhere
anyone anybody anything anywhere
no one nobody nothing nowhere
everyone everybody everything everywhere

1.2. Usos

Usamos los pronombres indefinidos para referirnos a personas, animales, cosas o lugares sin

especificar quiénes son o0 qué son.

- Los pronombres acabados en -body o -one se refieren a personas:
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Everybody enjoyed the concert. A todos les gustd el concierto
There is no one at home. No hay nadie en casa

- Los pronombres acabados en -thing se refieren a cosas:

It was a clear day. We could see everything. -Era un dia claro. Se podia ver todo.

APRENDE
Se usa el verbo en singular (como He o She o It) después de estos pronombres:
Everybody loves Sally -Todos quieren a Sally

Everything was ready for the party -Todo estaba listo para la fiesta

PERO*
Si hacemos referencia a un pronombre previo, el verbo ir4 en plural
Everybody enjoyed the concert. They stood up and clapped
-A todos les gusto el concierto. Se pusieron en pie y aplaudieron.

7

-Se puede formar un posesivo afadiendo el genitivo sajon -'s al pronombre.

They were staying in somebody’s house. -Se quedaban en casa de otro

Is this anybody’s coat? -Este abrigo, ¢es de alguien?

- Si afiadimos else al pronombre indefinidnos estamos refiriendo a personas o gentes

afiadidas (otros, alguien mas, algo mas) a las ya mencionadas.

All the family came, but no one else. -Vino la familia y nadie mas

If Mike can’t come we’ll ask somebody else. -Si Michael no viene preguntemos a
otro

Do you want anything else? -Quieres algo mas?
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2. Compuestos derivados de “Some-": somebody, someone, something,
somewhere

a) Somebody = someone: Alguien, una persona no conocida 0 no nombrada. Funcionan

indistintamente el uno y el otro.

Ejemplos:
Somebody / someone stole the car. -Alguien robé el coche.
There’s somebody in the garden. -Hay alguien en el jardin.
Somebody needs to help her. -Alguien tiene que ayudarle.

b) Something: Algo, una cosa no conocida o especificada.
Ejemplos:
I'll tell you something. -Te diré algo.
Would you like something* to drink? -¢,Quieres algo para beber?

*Utilizamos la forma SOMETHING en vez de ANYTHING para enfatizar la intencion de
ofrecimiento, mas que de una pregunta neutra.

c) Somewhere: Algun lugar, lugar no conocido o no nombrado.

Ejemplos:
He’s looking for somewhere to live. -Esté buscando algun sitio para vivir.
I’ll go somewhere quiet for my holidays. -Iré a gIgL’m lugar tranquilo de
vacaciones.
My pen is somewhere in my schoolbag. -El boli esta por la mochila.
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Actividad 1. Write somebody/ someone, something or somewhere

1 THErE'S coiiiiiiiiiiie e at the door.

2 Tknow that girl from ......ccccooiiiiiiiiiiiie e

3 TOMIIVES oo in the south of Chile.
A has been eating my biscuits.

5 Canlhave ... to eat?

6  Shealways buyS Me .....ccccoeeviiiiiiiiiieieeee e for my birthday.
T ———— helps me!

8 I'mhungry. lhavetoeat .........ccooooviiiiiiieiee e, now
O went into the house.

10 Let'S GO wiviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiccc e nice on Sunday.

3 TSR broke the window.

12 Are you 100KiNg fOr ......cooiiiiiiiiiiiii e ?

13 TWANT e to read

14 My friend did ........oeeeiiiiiiiieeeeeee really funny.

15 She said .....cccvveiiiiiieieiie e

3. Compuestos derivados de “any-": anybody, anyone, anything,
anywhere

a) Anybody = anyone: alguien, alguna persona.
- En oraciones afirmativas se refiere a una persona o personas no importa quién o
quiénes, no se especifica. Son intercambiables.

Anyone can come to the party. -Cualquiera puede venir a la fiesta.

- En oraciones interrogativas se traduce por ‘alguien’.

Did you meet anybody interesting? -¢ Conociste a alguien interesante?

- En oraciones negativas se traduce por ‘nadie’.

| don’t know anybody here. -No conozco a nadie aqui.
b) Anything: algo, alguna cosa.
- En oraciones afirmativas se refiere a un evento, acto, objeto, etc., cualquiera que

sea éste.
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| can do anything. -Puedo hacer cualquier cosa.

You can eat anything you like. -Puedes comer cualquier cosa que
quieras (lo que quieras).

- En oraciones negativas se traduce por ‘nada’.

He can’t remember anything. -El no puede recordar nada.
She didn’t buy me anything for my birthday. -No me compré nada para mi
cumpleafios.

- En oraciones interrogativas se traduce por ‘algo, alguna cosa’.

Did you buy anything? -¢,Compraste algo?
c) Anywhere: cualquier sitio, en cualquier lugar.

- En oraciones afirmativas se traduce por ‘en un lugar o lugares’ no especificados,

sin importar cual.

I will follow you anywhere. -Te seguiré a cualquier parte.

- En oraciones negativas se traduce por ‘ningun lugar/sitio’.

| can’t find it anywhere. -No puedo encontrarlo en ninguna parte.

- En oraciones interrogativas se traduce por ‘algun lugar/sitio’.

Are you going anywhere on Friday? -¢ Vas a algun sitio el viernes?
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Actividad 2. Choose anything, anybody/anyone or anywhere

1  Anybody/anyone can learn English. (Cualquiera puede aprender
inglés)

.............. would do that.

Has ....cccoe..... seen my keys?

Is there .............. in the kitchen?

Are you doing .............. this evening?

Is there .............. good on TV tonight?

Do | owe you .............. ?

I’'m not going .............. on Monday.

© 0 N OO 0o B~ WDN

| don'twanttogo ...............

=
o
Q)
Q
=]

.............. help me?

[EEN
[N

She doesn’'t want to see ...............

=
N

Tell me your secret, | won'’t tell ...............

=
w

There isn't .............. in the garden.
He didn’ttalk to ...............

Our baby can sleep ...............

o~
(62 NN

4. Compuestos derivados de “no-": nobody, no one, nothing, nowhere

a) Nobody =no one: nadie.

La peculiaridad es que no one, a diferencia del resto de los pronombres con este prefijo se ha

de escribir separado.

Usamos los pronombres indefinidos derivados de no- en funcion de sujeto de oraciones

negativas.
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APRENDE

Una vez que se usa la combinacion nobody, no one o nothing no _se debe usar otra
negacion en la oracion:

Anybeody-didn'tcome > Nobody came

En inglés sélo se puede negar una vez en la oracion, a diferencia de la lengua espafiola:

No vino nadie (2 negaciones)

Ejemplos:
Nothing happened -Nada ocurrié /No ocurrié nada
Nobody saw me. -Nadie me vié.
He spoke to nobody. -El no le hablé a nadie.
Nobody can run faster than Jim. -Nadie puede correr mas rapido que Jim.

b) Nothing: nada.
Se puede usar tanto con funcién sujeto como complemento del verbo:
| have nothing to say. -No tengo nada que decir.
Nothing unusual happened. -No ocurrié nada extrafo.
c) Nowhere: en ningun lugar, o un lugar desconocido.
The meeting got nowhere. -La reunién no llegoé a ninguna parte.

There’s nowhere you can hide. -No hay ningun lugar donde esconderse.
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Actividad 3. Write nobody, nothing or nowhere

1  There’s ..nobody.. in the office at the moment.

2 There’s .............. to do here.

3  Wehave............. to eat.

4  There’s ............. here.

5 - can stop him.

6 e knows the answer.

7 Hetold ... the secret.

8 My life is going ...............

9 There’s .............. as beautiful as Paris.

10 Who did you see? ...............

11 lives here.

12 What did you buy? ...............

13 There’s .............. on TV tonight.

14 She heard ...............

15 These poor people have .............. to go.
RECUERDA

“DOBLE NEGACION”

No se considera gramaticalmente correcto usar un pronombre indefinido negativo con
un verbo negativo (aunque se oye en algunos dialectos). Se llama un doble negativo
(double-negative). Se puede usar uno de los indefinidos negativos (no one, nobody,
nothing, nowhere) o un verbo negativo con any- (anyone, anybody, anything,
anywhere).

| have nothing. = No tengo nada.

| don't have anything. = No tengo nada.

| don't have nothing.X No es correcto. X

7

5. Compuestos derivados de “every-": everybody, everyone, everything,
everywhere

a) Everybody = everyone: todos, todo el mundo, todas las personas.
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Everybody has problems. -Todo el mundo tiene problemas.
Everybody has gone home. -Todos se han ido a casa.

b) Everything: todo, todos los elementos, acciones o hechos de una determinada

situacion.
Is everything all right? -¢ Estéa todo bien?
He loves her in spite of everything. -El la ama a pesar de todo.

También puede tener la interpretacion de que algo o alguien es considerado lo mas

importante.
Money isn’t everything. -El dinero no lo es todo.
His job is everything to him. -Su trabajo es todo para él.
Her boyfriend is everything to her. -Su novio es todo para ella.

c) Everywhere: en cualquier lugar o en todos los lugares.

This is a custom accepted everywhere. -Esta es una costumbre aceptada en

todas partes.

I looked everywhere but | couldn’t find it. -Miré en todas partes pero no pude

encontrarlo.
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Actividad 4. Write everybody, everything or everywhere

© 00 N O 0o b~ W N P

I o O
U DM W N P O

.............. enjoyed the party.
Wedid .............. we could to find him.

| have enough money to buy .............. | need.

.............. is happy with the baby.

Reporters have to travel ...............

He goes .............. on foot.

Why is he shouting? .............. can hear him.
.............. arrived on time.

He told the police ...............

The thieves took ...............

People .............. play these games.

| hate ..............

.............. is fine.

She goes .............. with her boyfriend.

.............. I go | see nice people.
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Actividad 5. Write the correct indefinite pronoun (more than 1 can be

correct)

1. Thereisn't......cccooveiiinni. in the bag. It's empty.

2. ldontknow ....................... about that problem.

3. Doyouknow ...........ceeeiiinil. who lives in Texas?

4. I'mnotgoing ......cccovvvininnnnn. on vacation because | don't have any
money.

5 1KnOW ..o who speaks French. She's from Paris.

6. She's sad because ....................... remembered her birthday.

7. I'm going to buy at the store but | don't know what.

8. lwantto go beautiful on vacation. Maybe I'll go to Puerto Rico.

9. Where'smypen? It's.................... in the house because | already
looked there.

10. There's ....ccoovvvvivininni, in the restaurant. All of the people left.

\

Actividad 6. Find the mistake and write the sentence correctly

Example:
She doesn’t eat nothing. — nething > She doesn't eat anything.
1. I don't have nothing.
2. Do you have anithing?
3. Everbodi likes chocolate.
4. Somebody need a book.
5. Don't tell nobody the secret

o J
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/Actividad 7. Write something, anything or nothing

© N o gk~ w D P

Wearesure ................... can be done under these circumstances.
| think youcanbuy ................... for the party.

Thereis always ................... | don't understand.

Thereisn't ................... serious with him.

Isthere ................... else you would like me to do ?

Hesaw .........c.ooeee. over there.

Idon'twant ................... at all.

He has got very important news. It's ................... you would like to
hear.

~

/
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Actividad 8. Read the questions below and choose the right answer.
Only one is right.

1. Thereis ........... to go in winter in this city.

a) nowhere
b) nothing
c) anywhere

2. wanted to talk to you when you were in the supermarket. He left
his number.

a) Nobody
b) Anybody
c) Somebody

3. lcan'tsee Kate ............ Do you know where she is?
a) anywhere
b) nowhere
Cc) somewhere
4. Would you like meto do ............ for you?
a) something
b) anything
c) nothing
5. The holidays were great. We could do ............ we wanted.
a) something
b) nothing
c) anything
6. IS . going to the theatre with me?
a) anybody
b) somebody
c) nobody
7. He's not a liar. I'm sure ............ he said was true.
d) something
e) everything
f) anything
8. I didn't feel good at the concert, because there was ............ | knew.
g) anybody

h) noone
i) someone
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Reading

Actividad 9. Read this old story about four people named

Everybody, Somebody, Anybody and Nobody and

after reading it, translate the story into Spanish.
There was an important job to be done and Everybody was sure that Somebody
would do it. Anybody could have done it, but Nobody did it. Somebody got angry
about that, because it was Everybody's job. Everybody thought Anybody could
do it, but Nobody realized that Everybody wouldn't do it.
It ended up that Everybody blamed Somebody when Nobody did what Anybody
could have done.

Habia un trabajo muy importante que hacery ...

WRITING

/Activity 10. Write a conversation between you and a friend using indefinite\

pronouns

“Something happened to someone somewhere”

o /
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6. Pronunciacioén

6.1. El fonema “schwa”

1. Se representa como una —e- invertida =9

2. Se pronuncia: /shua/
3. El dibujo del trapecio, ubicado en la boca, nos muestra el lugar donde se articula

cada vocal inglesa:

Fuente: http://www.fotosimagenes.org

4. Es el sonido vocalico mas frecuente en el inglés: lo encontraremos en la mayoria de
las palabras de mas de dos silabas.
Adoptan este sonido alguna de las vocales no acentuadas.
Es de tan corta duracion, que parece que no existiera porque, en inglés, las silabas
no acentuadas tratan de reducir su duracion o tamafio.

7. Aquella vocal que adopte este sonido se la denomina “neutra”: ayuda a transitar entre
las consonantes, y se le dice vocal debilitada o de transicién.

8. Este sonido no existe en el espafol, y para reproducirlo ponemos la boca para

“w "

decir “a”, pero emitimos una “e”, muy corta y opaca, (como “eh!” para llamar la

atencién o “er...” para comenzar una respuesta en forma dubitativa): casi se omite la

vocal, como si no existiera.

Lon-don - Lon- ddn= Lon-dn
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http://www.fotosimagenes.org/lugar-donde-se-articula-la-schwa

“on

La ultima “0” es reemplazada por “®” y suena tan poco que se podria omitir
(de hecho, a veces ocurre) y se entenderia igual.

9. Podemos entonces decir que, el truco para pronunciar una “Schwa” es pronunciar

claramente las consonantes adyacentes sin el apoyo en la vocal intermedia.

different (difarant= difrnt),
captain (Kaptan= kaptn),
distance (‘distans= distns),

res-tau-rant (rés-ta-ront= réstrant),

choc-o-late (chékalat= choklet),

Ejercicios de autoevaluacion

Ejercicio 1. Write somebody/someone, anybody/anyone or nobody/no one.

Answer the phone. ................... is ringing.
Didyouhear................... 's voice?

Hello!Is ........ccoeveis here?

| think there isn't ................... in the room

................... comes, he will give you a call.

Are you waiting for ................... ?

We are sure thereis ................... inside, just knock louder!

Don't be afraid thereis................... there.

© 0o N o g M D PRF
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Itis so dark here! Can you see................... in front of us?

Ejercicio 2. Complete these sentences with the right pronoun derived from the clue

1

© 0 N o o B~ WN

You can have . ................... (thing) to eat at the cafeteria if you are
hungry.

lcan'tfind . ................... (thing) in this room - it's so untidy!

What did you say? . ... (thing).

e (thing) is very expensive in Norway.

Helives . ..o, (where) near here, but | don't know exactly where.
| can't find my glasses . ................... (where). Have you seen them?
Thereis . .....ococeiinnns (where) like homel!

They are soinlove! Theygo . ...........oooeee.. (where) together.

e (body) called but | don't know who.
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10 I waited. halfanhourbut. ................... (body) came.

11 Can. ..ooooeiiiinnes (body) hear me?
12 . (body) congratulated her for her show.
Soluciones:

Ejercicio 1. SOLUCION

We are sure there is ... somebody/someone inside, just knock louder!

Don't be afraid there is...nobody/no one there.

1. Answer the phone. ...Somebody/someone................ is ringing.

2. Did you hear ...anybody's / anyone’s voice?

3. Hello!Is ... anybody/ anyone ................ here?

4. | think there isn't ...... anybody/ anyone ............. in the room

5. If ... somebody/someone ................ comes, he will give you a call.
6. Are you waiting for ... anybody/ anyone ................ ?

7.

8.

9.

It is so dark here! Can you see... anybody/ anyone . in front of us?

Ejercicio 2. SOLUCION

1. You can have . something...... (thing) to eat at the cafeteria if you are hungry.
2. lcan'tfind . anything.......... (thing) in this room - it's so untidy!

3. What did you say? . Nothing....... (thing).

4. . Everything.......... (thing) is very expensive in Norway.

5. He lives . somewhere.... (where) near here, but | don't know exactly where.
6. | can't find my glasses . anywhere .......... (where). Have you seen them?

7. Thereis . nowhere.......... (where) like home!

8. They are so in love! They go . everywhere.......... (where) together.

9. . Somebody.... (body) called but | don't know who.

10. | waited for half an hour but . nobody /no one....... (body) came.
11. Can . anybody / anyone.... (body) hear me?
12. . Everybody / Everyone .... (body) congratulated her for her show.
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Sitios web de referencia
Para repasar o ampliar lo que has aprendido a lo largo de esta unidad te recomendamos una

serie de sitios web que te podran ayudar:

http://ares.cnice.mec.es/inglesep/
www.isabelperez.com/
www.mansioningles.com
www.lingolex.com/spanish.htm
Pronunciacion:
http://es.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alfabeto_Fonetico_Internacional
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