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Welcome! 

• Welcome to our series of webinars on Practical Ideas 
for CLIL Classes.

• You will receive a PDF summary of the main slides. 

• You will need

• Thanks to Luisa and the CFIE in Palencia for organising
these sessions.

www.freepik.es 



Opening thoughts

“At its core, education is about 
nurturing strengths, about growth and 

learning.” 

(Shankland & Rosset, 2017)



Outline for the course
Session 1 – Nov 8th Session 2 – Nov 11th Session 3 – Nov 15th Session 4 – Nov 22nd

Thinking skills

- Warm up 

- What thinking skills 

are

- How to work on 

thinking skills in class 

- Higher/lower order 

thinking skills

- Practical ideas 

Creating curiosity

- What curiosity is
- Working on 
curiosity in class 
(Why? How?) 

* Homework for 

Flipped Learning 

session the following 

day 

Flipped Learning

* Check homework

- The Basics of 

Flipped Learning 

- Selecting videos 

- In-class activities 

- Practical ideas 

- Pros and cons

Resources and 
activities

- Reasons for using 
visuals and games
- Visual resources for 
CLIL classes 
- Flashcard games 
- Practical ideas 

Feedback and closing

Pre-course task Flipped homework

Homework



Outline for today

Thinking skillsWarm up

Reflection and 
closing

Practical ideas



If Nina were a form of transport
what would she be? Why? 

Sports car Tricycle Bulldozer

I would be a tricycle because I 
love being outdoors and taking

it easy. 



What would YOU be
…and why? 

Birthdays January to June: 

If you were a fruit what would you be, and why? 

Birthdays July to December: 

If you were an animal what would you be, and why? 

Sports car Tricycle Bulldozer

How does this activity develop thinking skills?



About you….

1. What I am bringing to this
course

2. What I hope to get from this
course.

3. Two things I’m good at 4. What I’ve learnt

To fill in at 
the end of

each section



How do you feel about preparing and teaching CLIL classes?

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

Getty Images



Thinking skillsWarm up

Reflection and 
closing

Practical ideas



“We learn more by 
looking for the answer 
to a question and not 
finding it than we do 

from learning the 
answer itself." 

Lloyd Alexander



What are thinking skills? 

Ways people use their
minds to solve

problems

Capacity to think in a 
conscious way to 

attain certain goals

Mental capacities
used to investigate

the world

Intelligent behaviour
learned through

practice

Metacognition -
thinking about

thinking

Mental processes to 
make sense of 

experiences
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What a day!

You have a day of teaching twenty-five 10 year-olds 
ahead of you.  They need a  balanced diet of: 
language, mathematics, science, physical education, 
and art.

The only resources in your classroom are:



Characteristics of Critical
Thinkers

Open-minded
about new 

ideas

Look for
connections

Separate fact
from opinion

Question things
that don’t make

sense

Feel comfortable
with trial and 

error



Keep in mind: 

“Critical Thinking: Why Is It So Hard to Teach?” Daniel T. Willingham (2007)



Bloom’s Taxonomy

Understanding

Evaluating

Creating

Applying

Analysing



Bloom’s revised taxonomy (Anderson & Krathwohl, 2001).



Match verbs with correct section

A  Creating 1   Differentiate, Distinguish

B  Evaluating 2 Classify, Paraphrase, 
Summarise

C   Analysing 3  Generate, Design, Produce, 
Plan 

D   Applying 4  Recall, List, Name

E Understanding 5 Execute, Use, Solve

F   Remembering 6 Check, Test, Assess



LOTS HOTS



"In our evolving world, the ability to think is fast becoming 
more desirable than any fixed set of skills or knowledge. We 
need problem solvers, decision makers and innovators. And 
to produce them, we need new ways to teach and learn. We 

need to prepare our children for their future, not for our 
past.”   Mike Fleetham



Practical ideas



Experiments

You can watch an experiment video here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZgJcDb3x6Lg

Source: Think! Do! Learn! (OUP)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZgJcDb3x6Lg


Groupwork

Source: Think! Do! Learn! (OUP)



Think: What comes next? 

10      9      60      90     70     66

96
Why? 



Think: What comes next? 

10 (ten)  

9 (nine) 

60 (sixty) 

90 (ninety)

70 (seventy)

66 (sixty-six)    

96 (ninety-six)

Look at the
number of 
letters☺



1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

L R R T L R L L T T

Break!



Asking questions



Closed Open 

Thin How many ducks are 
there? 

Can you name three activities
we can do in parks? 

Thick Can you think of five
things you can do on a 

sunny day? 

What would happen if there
were no parks? 



Why do you
think they’re in 

the park? How long are 
they going to 

stay? 

Would you go
out on a windy

day? Why? Why
not?

Where will
they go after

the park? 

What do you
think they had
for breakfast? 

What happens
when it’s
windy? 

Are they
hungry? 

What’s on
the boy’s
papers? 



Open ended questions

Why do you
think they’re

running in the
rain? 

How far
are they
running? 

Would you go out
and do sports in 
the rain? Why? 

Why not?

Where do you
think they

are? 
What do you

think they had
for breakfast? 

Why isn’t
anyone there
to cheer them

on? 



A) "How would the world be 
different if we all had a third eye in 
the back of our heads?”
http://www.npr.org/

B) “What things wouldn’t we be able 
to do if we didn’t have thumbs?”

Open-ended-questions



Think, Pair, Share

Think of two questions to ask

ANSWER ANSWER 

Answer to question 1 Answer to question 2

1

2

Ask your
questions

Questions and answers



Additional ideas



A day in the life of.…

Pick one of these objects. 

Think of some of the things you do every day or what
your life is like. Describe and guess. 

animals – transportation - historical figures – jobs – machines -
different materials - characters in a story/reader - food chain



Odd one out

Person B Person A 

How does this activity help
develop thinking skills? 



Charts



4-2-1 chart

studies





Compare and contrast chart

Source: based on page from Go Innovate (Richmond) 



Groups and sets



Sorting

NUMBER RED                       FRUIT



Sorting

NUMBER RED                       FRUIT



Odd couples

These pairs might seem mismatched at first glance but they have a lot in

common. Think of 2 things each pair have in common. 

kitten / baby
……………………………………….
………………………………………. 

bubble / balloons
……………………………………….
………………………………………. 

tomatoes / cherries
……………………………………….
………………………………………. 

magazines / radio 
……………………………………….
………………………………………. 





A

B

Selective Dictation



5 sense dictation

SEE SMELL TASTE TOUCH HEAR
1 2 3 4 5



CLASSIFY THIS

Decide on FOUR categories
(alone, then share ideas)





USEFUL RESOURCES AND LINKS: 

Bloom’s Taxonomy and Educational Objectives: https://teaching.uncc.edu/services-
programs/teaching-guides/course-design/blooms-educational-objectives

Bloom’s Taxonomy: http://www.learnnc.org/lp/pages/4719

Simon Sinek on Millennials in the Workplace
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hER0Qp6QJNU

De Bono Thinking Hats: http://www.debonogroup.com/six_thinking_hats.php

https://teaching.uncc.edu/services-programs/teaching-guides/course-design/blooms-educational-objectives
http://www.learnnc.org/lp/pages/4719
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hER0Qp6QJNU
http://www.debonogroup.com/six_thinking_hats.php


Closing thoughts

“It is better to have enough ideas for some of 
them to be wrong, than to be always right by 

having no ideas at all.” — Edward de Bono



Yes or No?

I will try to incorporate thinking skills into class

I will ask open-ended questions in class

I got some new ideas for class

I like attending webinars

I need a coffee

1

2

3

4

5



Homework

Task 

1) Prepare a ‘tweet’ to introduce yourself. 

Maximum 140 characters. 

Have your ‘tweet’ ready to post in the chat box 

on Thursday. 

2) Prepare ONE question to ask me or to ask 

the group. 



ReflectionWarm up Thinking
Skills

HOTS and 
LOTS

Open-ended
questions

Practical
ideas

1 2 3 4 5

Which section did you like best? Write in the chat box. 
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See you on Thursday!

Thank you for joining us!


