
FISH AND CHIPS 

"Fish and chips" is deep-fried fish in batter with deep-fried potatoes, and a 

popular take-away food. Fish and chips is originally from the United Kingdom, 

but also very popular in Australia, Canada, Ireland, New Zealand, South Africa 

and some coastal towns of the Netherlands and Norway; and also increasingly so 

in the United States and elsewhere. For decades it was the dominant (if not the 

only) take-away food in the United Kingdom. 

The fried potatoes are called chips in British and international usage; and while 

American English calls them French fries, the combination is still called "fish and 

chips". (Potato chips, an American innovation, are a different potato-derived 

food, and are known as crisps in the United Kingdom.) 

Fish and chips have separately been eaten for many years – though the potato 

was not introduced to Europe until the 17th century. The originally Sephardi dish 

pescado frito, or deep-fried fish, came to Netherlands and England with the 

Spanish and Portuguese Jews in the 17th and 18th centuries. 

The dish became popular in more widespread circles in London and the south-

east in the middle of the 19th century (Charles Dickens mentions a "fried fish 

warehouse" in Oliver Twist) whilst in the north of England a trade in deep-fried 

"chipped" potatoes developed. 

It is unclear when and where these two trades were merged to become the fish 

and chip shop industry we know today. The first combined fish and chip shop 

was probably the one opened in London by Joseph Malin in 1860. 

During World War II, fish and chips were one of the few foods that were not 

rationed in the UK. 

(http://www.saberingles.com.ar/reading/fish-and-chips.html) 

 

1. Decide if the following sentences are true (T) or false (F). Find 

evidence in the text to justify your answers. (0’4x5= 2 points) 

………. 1. Fish and chips are popular only in England. 

________________________________________________________________ 

………. 2. Americans call "French fries" what British call "chips". 

________________________________________________________________ 

………. 3. Americans call "chips" what British call "crisps". 

________________________________________________________________ 

………. 4. The potato was introduced to Europe in the 18th century. 

________________________________________________________________ 

………. 5. Fish and chips were not eaten during World War II. 

________________________________________________________________ 

 

http://www.saberingles.com.ar/reading/fish-and-chips.html


2. Find words or expressions in the text that mean: (0’4x5= 2 points) 

1. leading (paragraph I) ………………………………………………………………………………. 

2. although (paragraph II) ………………..……………………………………………………….…… 

3. broad (paragraph IV) ……………………………………………………………………….…….. 

4. fused (paragraph V) …………………………………………………………………….……….. 

5. scarce (paragraph VI) ………………………………………………………………………………. 

 

3.   Complete tasks a, b, c and d according to the instructions given. 

(0’5x4= 2 points) 

 A) WRITE A QUESTION FOR WHICH THE UNDERLINED WORDS ARE THE ANSWER:  

“Fish and chips is originally from the United Kingdom.” 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………  

B) REWRITE THE FOLLOWING SENTENCE USING THE WORD IN BRACKETS. DO NOT CHANGE ITS 

ORIGINAL MEANING. 

Fish and chips have separately been eaten for many years – though the potato 

was not introduced to Europe until the 17th century. (However) 

………………………………………………………………..………………………………………………………………… 

C) PUT INTO THE PASSIVE FORM:  

«Charles Dickens mentions a "fried fish warehouse" in Oliver Twist». 

……………………………………………………………………….………………………………………………………….. 

D) COMBINE THE SENTENCES USING A RELATIVE PRONOUN. MAKE ANY NECESSARY CHANGES:  

«"Fish and chips" is deep-fried fish in batter with deep-fried potatoes, and a 

popular take-away food. Fish and chips is originally from the United Kingdom». 

………………………………………….……….………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

 4. Write an essay (80 words) on your favourite food. (4 points) 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………….…………………………………………….………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………................................. 


